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Why is Wage Growth for Industrial Workers in China Slow?
—A Study of the Formation and Characteristics of Low-Wage Labor System

SUN Zhongwei
( School of Politics and Public Administration, South China Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510631 )

Abstract: For a long time, China has formed a low-wage—high-employment and low-consumption—high-accumulation production and distribution
system, thereby maintaining its international competitiveness of export products and strictly controlling the pace of labor cost increases. But it also
results in relatively slow income growth for manufacturing workers. This study examines the reasons for the formation of the "low-wage labor
system" from the perspective of the complementary relationship between economic growth systems and labor systems, focusing on four dimensions
of growth model, industrial structure, social policy, and social system. Based on the current context of China's comprehensive deepening of industrial
workforce team building and promoting Chinese-style modernization, the study further proposes recommendations for improving the income levels
of industrial workers: first, establishing an initial, "labor-oriented" income distribution pattern; second, creating a harmonious and mutually beneficial
labor relations landscape; and third, accelerating the formation of an industrial transformation pattern driven by "new quality productivity".

Key words: industrial workers; wage growth; income distribution; social policy
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Exploring into the Wage System of '""Remunera tion Based on Work'': A
Historical Examination of Workers' Wage Reforms in Northeast China in
the Early Years of New China

MIAO Qingke
( School of Marxism, Harbin Institute of Technology, Weihai, Shandong 264209 )

Abstract: After the founding of the People's Republic of China, with the comprehensive takeover of large cities and factories in Northeast China,
establishing a wage system in line with the "remuneration based on work" principle became a key task for the Chinese Communist Party. Thus, the
Party took the lead in exploring wage reforms for workers in Northeast China based on this principle. By adjusting the wage system for workers,
a transformation from a multi-level system to an eight-grade wage system has been achieved; in terms of wage form, from a time-based payment
system to a piece-rate system has been established; and regarding the bonus wage system, a single-item reward system on production indicators
has been implemented. These explorations gradually linked workers' personal economic rewards more directly to their labor capabilities and
contributions, thereby accumulating experience for the nationwide implementation of a "remuneration based on work" wage system. Reflecting
on and sorting out this reform can provide valuable insights for the adjustment and improvement of current workers' wages, as well as for better
developing the distribution system of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: wage reform; remuneration based on work; the early years of New China; Northeast China
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